April 27, 2009

Honorable Tom Harkin, Chairman

Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
United States Senate

328-A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Saxby Chambliss, Ranking Member
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry
United States Senate

416 Russell Senate Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin and Ranking Member Chambliss:

We are writing in support of the nomination of Krysta Harden as Assistant Secretary of
Congressional Relations at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Ms. Harden has
dedicated her professional career to agricultural policy, and she is well-qualified for this
position. She understands the importance of coalition building and has a full
understanding of how USDA can work hand-in-hand with Congress.

Ms. Harden grew up on a family farm in Georgia. She has first-hand knowledge of how
policies that Congress and the Administration develop impact producers at a grassroots
level.

Ms. Harden worked in the U.S. House of Representatives for twelve years, including
serving as Staff Director of the House Agriculture Committee Subcommittee on Peanuts
and Tobacco. She subsequently worked on renewable energy, transportation, research,
conservation and nutrition policy for a number of producer-led agriculture organizations,
including the American Soybean Association and the National Biodiesel Board.

For the last five years, Ms. Harden has been Chief Executive Officer of the National
Association of Conservation Districts, working to promote adoption of conservation
practices in local communities, by agricultural operations, and on forest lands. As head
of a major national conservation organization, she demonstrated commitment to
protection of natural resources while proving her leadership skills in managing and
serving a broad-based membership.

Throughout her career, Ms. Harden has been recognized for her integrity and ability to
work with diverse stakeholders. She will be an outstanding liaison between USDA and
Congress. We urge you to approve the nomination of Krysta Harden as Assistant
Secretary of Congressional Relations at USDA.

Sincerely,
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